




(Enclosure to DepEd Order No.                   036, s. 2019) 

GUIDELINES ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SCHOOL-BASED FEEDING PROGRAM 
(SBFP) - MILK FEEDING PROGRAM COMPONENT 

I. Rationale

The Department of Education ("DepEd" hereafter) through the Bureau of Learner 
Support Services - School Health Division ("BLSS-SHD" hereafter) is mandated to imple­
ment a nationwide School-Based Feeding Program ("SBFP" hereafter) pursuant to Repub­
lic Act No. 11037 ("RA 11037" hereafter), or otherwise known as the "Masustansyang 
Pagkain para sa Batang Filipino Act" and the General Appropriations Act (GAA) for the FY 
2019. RA 11037 provides the inclusion of fresh milk or fresh milk-based products in the 
SBFP as additional component to hot meals. 

In 2005, the Food and Nutrition Research Institute ("FNRI" hereafter) conducted an 
evaluation study on the National Milk Feeding Program implemented by the National 
Dairy Authority ("NDA" hereafter). The study reported that the fresh milk produced by 
the NDA-assisted dairy cooperatives utilized in the milk feeding program was highly ac­
ceptable and highly tolerated by the children beneficiaries. The rationed fresh milk of 
the NDA contributed to about 8% of the total energy, 12% of protein, and 41 % of calcium 
intake of the participating children. This was found to have narrowed the energy gap by 
43.5% among the 1-3 year old children and by 23.7% among the 4-6 year old children 
who participated in the feeding program. 

The latest results of the 2018 Expanded National Nutrition Survey showed that 25% 
of 6-10 years old children were underweight, 24.5% of the children were stunted, and 
7.6% of the children were wasted. Compared with the results of the 2013 National Nu­
trition Survey, these survey results were significantly lower for school-age children. With 
the addition of fresh milk in SBFP, it is hoped that the nutritional status, and conse­
quently the learning outcomes, of the beneficiaries will further improve. 

The program primarily aims to support the SBFP by providing fresh milk as supple­
ment to the hot meals given to children beneficiaries in schools. This will eventually de­
velop milk-drinking habit among the beneficiaries and is intended to help improve their 
nutritional status, classroom attendance, and school performance. 

II. Beneficiaries, Scope and Duration

This set of guidelines is issued to guide the relevant units, officials and personnel of 
the DepEd in the implementation of the milk feeding program as a component of the 
SBFP ("SBFP-Milk" hereafter) for SY 2019-2020 and succeeding years. 

The SBFP-Milk shall benefit the undernourished children, from Kinder to Grade 6, 
who are covered under the SBFP, including all severely stunted/stunted, pupils at risk 
of dropping out, IP learners, and learners from hard to reach areas or the last mile 
schools. The milk shall be provided to the beneficiaries for a period of at least twenty 
(20) days, covering all public elementary schools in the country.
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